
Q:  Can deer management take place on a property funded through LWCF? 

A:  Yes.  The grant recipient must complete a land management plan for any parcels acquired 

through the LWCF grant program.  The recipient will decide how deer will be managed on the 

site. 

 

Q:  Can a 501(c)3 apply for a LWCF grant? 

A:  No.  501(c)3s are not eligible to apply for LWCF grants.  However, they may partner with a 

municipality or state agency. 

 

Q:  Is it possible to apply for the first phase of a multi-phase project? 

A:  Yes.  Do keep in mind that if the first phase is awarded a grant, that award in no way 

commits EEA to funding future phases of the project. 

 

Q:  After a grant application for an acquisition has been submitted, may the 

boundaries of the parcel change? 

A:  Yes.  However, the applicant will most likely need to submit a revised appraisal for the new 
boundaries so that an appropriate grant award may be made. 

 

Q:  How can a 501(c)3 help to raise money for a municipal project if the LWCF 

grant can only reimburse on canceled municipal checks? 

A:  The 501(c)3 can donate the money raised to the municipality and have it go into an 

earmarked account for the project.  The municipality would then pay any project costs with 

their own checks from the money raised by the non-profit. 

 

Q:  How much funding is available? 

A:  Around $1.7 million. 

 

Q:  Would an applicant be negatively impacted by applying for a LAND or PARC 

grant after applying for the LWCF grant? 

A:  No, in fact, we encourage municipalities to apply for both. 

 

Q:  Does the submission of a draft Open Space and Recreation Plan satisfy the 

OSRP requirement? 

A:  Yes. 

 

Q:  Must the appraisal and review appraisal be submitted with the grant application 

on April 24th? 

A:  The application must include at least one appraisal.  If the review appraisal arrives soon after 

the grant deadline, that is fine.  But it must be received prior to a grant award so that the grant 

amount can be determined. 

 

Q:  Do you allow for a multi-park renovation application? 

A:  If the renovation is along the same theme on each park, then yes.  For instance, installing 

rubberized surfaces at four municipal playgrounds could be packaged into one grant application.  

Proposing the installation of rubberized surfaces at one park, the renovation of a tennis court at 



another, and the construction of a baseball diamond at another must be packaged into separate 

applications. 

 

Q:  Can a municipality be awarded both a PARC and a LWCF grant in the same 

fiscal year for different projects? 

A:  Yes. 

 

Q:  Must conservation acquisition projects be handicapped accessible as well? 

A:  Yes.  All sites acquired with LWCF grants must be handicapped accessible meaning that a 

parking space and flat level surface must be provided at all sites. 

 

Q:  May a community apply to LWCF to acquire a parcel of land and to PARC to 

develop it? 

A:  Yes. 

 

Q:  What should a state agency cite in lieu of a municipal vote? 
A:  For the Department of Conservation and Recreation acquisition projects, provide a Lands 

Committee vote, for development or renovation projects, provide financial commitment from 

the Commissioner.  For the Department of Fish and Game/Division of Fisheries and Wildlife 

provide a Lands Committee vote. 

 

Q:  Are design costs eligible for funding? 

A:  Yes.  Design and construction costs are eligible project costs.  However, a LWCF grant will 

not be awarded solely for design. 

 

Q:  What regulatory permits must be submitted with an application? 

A:  A list of permits that may need to be received prior to beginning a project must be included 

in the application.  The permits do not have to be received prior to submitting an application.  If 

the project is selected, the permits must be submitted to EEA before construction begins. 

 

Q:  If an applicant has a design completed, can a project begin construction in the 

first year of the two-year grant award? 

A:  Since LWCF is federal money, the timing is a bit more flexible.  If a project budget is 

submitted to EEA that breaks down construction costs into each of the two years, construction 

may begin in year one. 

 

Q:  Is the LWCF grant round held annually? 

A:  In the recent past, Massachusetts has not received enough funding on a year to year basis to 

hold annual grant rounds. 

 

Q:  Are staff salaries eligible for reimbursement? 

A:  No. 

 

Q:  Are in-kind services eligible for reimbursement? 

A:  No.  LWCF grants are reimbursement grants.  EEA needs to see invoices and canceled 

municipal/state agency checks to be able to reimburse the awardee. 



 

Q:  Are costs incurred prior to the execution of a contract with the 

Commonwealth eligible for reimbursement? 

A:  No. 

 

Q:  Do applicants have to have a response from the Massachusetts Historical 

Commission prior to submitting an application? 

A:  No.  At the minimum, include a copy of the Project Notification Form that was sent to 

MHC in the application. 

 

Q:  If the application proposes a regional greenway across multiple communities, is 

it important to include support letters from participating communities? 

A:  While not a requirement, it would be helpful to include letters. 

 

Q:  May the applicant, upon land ownership, lease the land to a farmer or a 

Community Supported Agriculture group? 
A:  Yes, but the lease would have to be awarded through a competitive process and all revenue 

generated from the lease would have to go into recreation or conservation projects in the 

community (depending on if the land is dedicated to recreation or conservation purposes). 

 

Q:  Is the two-page limit on the project narrative single sided? 

A:  Yes. 

 

Q:  Are the ratings generated after the site visit? 

A:  Yes.  Ratings are not completed until after the site visit in case additional information is 

gathered on the site visit. 

 

Q:  Will the project proponent be invited on the site visit? 

A:  Yes. 

 

Q:  If a utility company has an easement for overhead power lines on a property, 

does that make it ineligible for funding? 

A:  No, but the easement must be noted in the response to the RFR. 

 

Q:  What Census year is the Environmental Justice data derived from? 

A:  The 2010 Census. 

 

Q:  Does the review appraiser need to be yellow book approved? 

A:  Yes. 

 

Q:  How far along must the design be at the time of the application? 

A:  Since LWCF grants can be used for design and construction, the design does not have to be 

complete, but it should be thought out enough so that an accurate budget can be written. 

 

Q:  Is a brownfield site eligible for funding? 

A:  As long as the site has been cleaned, a former brownfield site is eligible. 



 

Q:  Can other state grants be used to pay for the municipality’s portion of the 

project cost? 

A:  No. 

 

Q:  Can a Community Development Block Grant be used to pay for the 

municipality’s portion of the project cost? 

A:  Yes. 

 

Q:  What types of trails are eligible for funding? 

A:  Many different types – rail trails, bike paths, walking paths, etc. 

 

Q:  Are golf courses eligible for funding? 

A:  For the most part.  Golf course clubhouses are not, but the acquisition of courses are. 

 

Q:  Is the acquisition of a parking lot an eligible project? 
A:  Yes, but it will most likely not rate as highly as some other projects. 


